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15.30 


(please note that the Chairman's former school has now closed, and 
that he is most readily contacted on the above number(s) after 
15.15 each week day) 


Malcolm H. Tadd (SECRETARY) 65 Trindlés goad, South Nutfield, 
REDHILL, Surrey RH1.4JL (MNitfield Ridge 3456) 


(this address. and number will also, occasionally, find the 
Chairman: ) 


A SUCCESSFUL YEAR ... 


1986 has been full of activity underground. Firstly, our congratulations 
to Malcolm & Barbara Tadd, the two volunteer drivers, Alan Beamon 
(Marshall), local leaders, and all others who helped, for a very 
pleasant. and worthwhile Study weekem based at Bradford on Avon, Wilts, 
eardier this summer. Most of those who attended who thought they 

already knew the area well found themselves visiting new sites I am 

sure. 


Second (perhaps it should be equal first), a very sincere thankyou to 
our Dutch hosts for their superb organisation and leadership during the 
first International Stone Quarry Symposium based in Maastricht. 

The group of a couple of dozen or so included about eight from the UK, 
similar numbers from France and the Netherlands, and a number of ‘local’ 
Belgians. It was marvellous to receive first hand reports from the 
Paris-based French groups detailing their studies under and around 
that city ... and they brought with! them and scld their comprehensive 
book on underground Paris, and staged an impressive audio- visual 
presentation. Even those of us who have already visitec South Limburg 
found ourselves being shown around large and intriguing new sites. 

It is planned that at least some of the papers read will be published 
in the journal of the Studiegroep Onderaardse Kalksteengroeven, and 
made available for circulation. 


After the end of the formal conference week, your Chairman and Jim 
Bradshaw joined a Dutch caving expedition to Savonnieres - en - Perthois, 
near St. Dizier, and were able to explore a most impressive series of 
subterranean stone quarry tunnels with WW II German fortifications and 
internal alterations. 


Meanwhile, back in the UK, there have been ‘informal' visits by small 
groups of members to a selection of underground sites in both the 
Purbeck (Dorset) and North Wales areas. These visits have been under- 
taken with a view to the organisation of next summer's Study Weekend ... 
at present it is anybody's guess which project will come to fruition 
first. put what a relief to have two possible Study Weekends ton the 
boil’ almost a year in advance! That must reflect a healthy state of. 
affairs! 


THE BULLETIN ... 


A reminder .... the Bulletin will in future be issued once a year ... 
and will be better produced and bulkier than before ... 
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BAT RESBARCH in SURREY ... 


As a result of an article in Bat News by the Chairman, Alvin Smith of 
Redhill is commencing monitoring the use made by bats of the various 
underground quarries and hearthstone mines in the Upper Greensand in 
east Surrey. Initially, he plans to monitor bats flying near the various 
entrances, using. a bat detector and recordings of identified bats. 

some plotting of underground roosting sites on plans of the workings is 
also envisaged, with the possibility of some ecological studies 
developing similar to. those undertaken in small stone quarries in the 
Netherlands. | 


Meanwhile, Unit 2 Cave research & Exploration members continue to modify 
entrances to ensure they are not sealed by heavy rain / winter earth 
slumping; to deter casual visitors (by constructing vertical ‘oil drum 
shafts' necessitating caving tackle for access); and to ensure continued 
availability for bats. 


BUILDING STONE STUDIES in SUR2EY 


Dr. erobin Sanderson, currently Curator of the national collection of 
building stones (formerly with the British Geological Survey in the 
Geology Museum, although now the museum is operated as a part of the 
British Museum (Natural History)) plans to liaise with members .in 
collecting geographically and stratigraphically located Upper Greensand 
samples from within the east Surrey quarries for petrographical exam- 
ination. It is hoped that this work may lead to enhanced knowledge of vu 
the vertical and lateral variations in the rock beis exploited, and 
possibly to the idebtification underground of the distinct 'firestone' 
(building stone) and ‘thearthstone’ beds; and, possibly, to the ability 
to match stone samples from particular buildings or excavations with 
particular quarries. 


DEEP - MINED LIMESTONE IN KENT ... 


The consuktation document mentioned on page 6 costs £ 3.50 incl. p/p 
from Kent County Council. 


TUNNBLLING AND UNDERGROUND SPACK TECHNOLOGY ... 


Volume 1 number 1 of this new journal is now published ... specimen 
copies are available without charge from Pergamon Press, Headington Hill 
Hall, OXFORD OX3 OBW. The annual subscription price 'to libraries and 
Other multi- user organisations' is £110! However, ‘individual members 
of national organisations who are affiliated with the ITA (International 
Tunnelling Association), and members of the American Underground-Space 
Association, may receive the journal at reduced rates and should contact 
their relevanr body for details.' Sorry ... SBis not affiliated to 
the ITA* articles in the first part deal with The Warsaw District 


Heating System; Maitrise de 1l'Energie et Amenagement du_sous- sol: 
fexemple Francaise; The use of the Subsurface in aeykjavik, Iceland; 
Case Study of an Underground Shopping Mall in. Japan: the Bast Side of 
Yokohama Station; : Pumped Storage Power Plant at Cierny Vah (Czecho 
slovakia); Study of Squeezing Pressure rhenomenon in a Tunnel ...; 


Design and Performance of Shotcrete-Polting Support for a Tunnel in a- 









Special Weak rock (China); Model Test Study on Double Lining of Tunnels; 
Using the Earth to Save Energy: Four Underground suildings: (U.5.); 

Uses of Underground Space in Yugoslavia; and rost-Occupancy Evaluation 
of residents of Single- and Multi-Family Earth-Sheltered Housing. 


THE SEVERN TUNNEL - AN OFFICIAL HISTORY ... 


£2.75 from Avon Amglia Publications, 21 Southside, WESTON- super - MAE, 
5S23 2QU 
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NUCLEAR WASTE DISEOSAL ... 


Facts on Nirex. The disposal of nuclear waste is a folder of leaflets 
distributed free by UK Nirex Ltd., Curie Avenue, Harwell, DIDCOT, 
Oxfordshire OX11 OrRkH. The enclosed leaflets are What is NI2EX?, 

How geological barriers work, Why do we need research?, How are repository 
Sites identified?, How engineered barriers work, How 1s radioactive waste 
transported?, What is a radioactive waste nepOe Lory radioactive waste: 
what are the options?, What is radioactivity?, at is radioactive waste?, 
radioactive waste management worldwide, and. How long can concrete last? 
A sticker on the folder informs.us that 'Since publication of the 
enclosed information material the Government has decided that only low- 
level waste should be disposed of in ‘near-surface’ or 'Deep treneéh'! 
facilities. All intermediate-level waste will be disposed of deep 
underground when the current programme of research and development is 
completed. This measure will reduce the amount of radioactivity 

contained in the 'near-surfdce'! facility to 1%! 


SWEDEN pURIES IB RADIOACTIVE WASTE 7? ROLLEMS 


A paper by Andrew Llowers published recently gives details of Sweden's 
approach to the radioactive waste problem. Sweden, he says, has adopted 
‘the most cautious and comprehensive waste disposal strategies anywhere 
in the world.' A referendum of 1980 recommended that the existing 
nuclear power programme of 12 reactors producing 9,600 MW (about 45 - 50 
per cent of electricity output) should be completed and then abandoned 
with all reactors being shut down by the year 2010. By that time it is 
estimated there will be about 6000 to 7500 tannes of uranium in spént 
fuel requiring Set aa and large quantities of intermediate and low- 
level wastes (90,000 m?). ¢: 


Permission was granted in 1982 for an offshore repository in crystalline 
rock adjacent to the Forsmark reactors on the Baltic coast 150 km north 
of Stockholm. Construction began in 1983 and the facility will be open 
in 1988. The repository, 1000 m from the coast and 50 m below the sea 
bed, will consist of 50 m x 25 m concrete silos surrounded by bentonite 


A blowers, Sweden buries its radioactive waste problems, 
Geography 71(3), 260 - 63, 1986. 


PACK OF CARDS ... 


'If the unthinkable happens' (The Times comments.) and ... Stafford is 
plunged into nuclear catastrophe, I fear borough officials will not be at 
full readiness. Theit plan to fit out an “emergency communication centre" 
(councilspeak fora bunker) beneath the Borough Hall foundered when 
consulting engineers designated the building as high risk. Even an 
ordinary modern house, they said, would better withstand a-blast. 
eee a néw site is being sought.' | 
| oe The Times, 22 July 1986 


GUNMAN GOES TO EARTH ... 


A gunman was last night believed to be hiding in a labyrinth of under- 
ground caverns afiter four shooting incidents on a housing estate at 
Dudley, West Midlands (the Guardian reported. ) 

As many as .100 police, many of them armed, were hunting the 24-year old 
man ... with intimate knowledge of the limestone carverns ... 


The Guardian, 27 May 1986 
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BUNKE:? PUZZLE IN ArT CASE 


Irish police yesterday questioned two men about last week's multi-million 
pound robbery of 11 paintings ree 


But the police. said. they had no hard. information to connect the men with 


= her robbery. ‘They-were detained after an elaborate underground bunker was 


-found in County Cork during. ‘an investigation into a local robbery. 
-*Sehnical experts examined the ‘empty bunker to determine what it had been 


used for. -It was said tk be made of concrete blocks and lined with ys 
heavy plastic material to keep its contents dry ... 


The Guardian, 28 May 1986 
BURIED ALIVE ... 


A wontan who nailed her invalid father-in-law into a coffin and had him 
buried alive has been executed, the Peasant Daily reported in Peking 
yesterday. The woman's husband and a sorcerer who helped her bury the man 
were also sentenced by a court in the Inner Mongolia region. ... 


The Guardian, 28 June 1986 


SCULPTURE IN KENT ‘COULD BE CELTIC GOD' ... 


An underground chamber found during recent roadworks in Kent may be a 
rare type of Celtic shrine, according to its discoverers. Among the finds 
was a chalk sculpture of a human figure | 


The discovery was made during archaeological investigations ahead of 
construction work at Deal, east Kent,when a shaft was found cut into the 
chalk bedrock. It was 2.5 metres (8.5 feet) deep and led to an underground 
chamber ... | 4 


The shaft and chamber had been backfilled with layers of rubble and dirt, 
which contained xoman domestic rubbish, including pottery. That, say 

Mr. Keith Parfitt and Mr. Geoff Halliwell, of the Dover Archaeological 
Group, in iescue News, dates the chamber to the late first or early second 


oan aa The Times, 11 June 1986 
DIGGING ON THE wai ndes — 


In a letter on the attitude of people in east Kent to the Channel Tunnel, 
published in the Times, Michael Calvert. reported that ... 


'In 1940 I was helping prepare the guerrilla defence of Kent and Sussex. 
When we complained to. the visiting segional Commissioner, Sir Auckland 
Geddes, that we were not receiving the cooperation we expected from the . 
local landowners when we wished to construct underground hideouts on. their 
land, Sir Auckland told us "the property owners of Kent have always been 
prepared to sacrifice their only sons for their country, but not one 


square yard of their land." The Times, 13 June 1986 


A NEW TUNNEL IN ICELAND ... 


A new parliament building is planned ... aeykjavik's city centre, and. 
will be linked to the present Althing building ... over one hundred years 


old ... by a tunnel ... News from Iceland 124, p. 2 (1986). 
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OUTDATED (c. 1950s) O@DNANCE SU2VEY MAPS AVAILABLE ... 


The Chairman has available for disposal copies of various flat map 
sheets of about 1950s vintage.as follows ... multiple copies in 
most instances 


1 : 25,000 (24 inches to 1 mile) 


NC 76 (Farr Bay - Armadale bay, Sutherland)(12 copies) 

SD 77 (Ingleborough, Yorkshire) (14) | 

SH 53..(Criccieth - Fortmadoc, Caernarvonshire) (4) 

SH 61 (Darmouth)(inecl. parts of SH 51)(5)° © 

SH 63 (Penrhyndeudraeth, Merionethshire) (4) 
(Llanberis Pass, Caernarvonsfire )(9) 

SH 71 (Dolgelley.,: Merionethshire) (4) 
(Severn Valley, Shropshire) (1) 

SJ 32 (Shropshire Union Canal, Shropshire) (1) 

SJ 41 (Shrewsbury ) (1) 

SN 92 (Sennybridge, Brecknockshire) (1) 

SO 00 (Merthyr Tydfil)(8) 

SY 18 (Sidmouth - Branscombe, Devon)(7) 

TQ 33 (East Grinstead, Sussex)(10) 

TQ 91 (Winchelsea and 2ye, Sussex)(1) 

TQ 92 (Rye and Appledore, Kussex and Kent )(3) 

TR O01 (Dungeness, Kent)(1) 

TR O02 (Lydd and New Romney, Kent )(1) 

T215 (Canterbury, kent)(12) 


1 : 63,360 (1 inch to 1 mile)(7th series, paper, flat) 


76 Carlisle 121 Derby and Leicester 


78. Newcastle upon Tyne 124 Kings Lynn 
100 Liverpool 129 Ludlow 

102 Huddersfield 131 Birmingham 
107 Snowdon 141 Drecon 

109 Chester 153 Swansea 
1117 Buxton and Matlock 154 Cardiff 
113 Lincoln abd Grantham 155 Bristol and Newport 
116 Dolgellau 173 East Kent 
117 Bala and Welshpool 176 Exeter 

118 Shrewsbury 183 Eastbourne 
120 burton upon Trent 184 Hastings 


186 Eodmin and Launceston 


1 : 63,360 (geological) 


137 Oswestry (drift)(2) 
138 Wem (drift) (2) 

152 Shrewsbury (drift) 
152 Shrewsbury (solid) 


If any member would find any of these useful for study or research, 
please send a note of which sheet(s) are required to the Chairman, together 
with £ 1 in stamps to cover postage costs. 


There is no other charge! 
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MINERAL WORKINGS ACT 1985 ... 


The Mineral Workings Act 1985 (1985 Chapter 12, 10pp, ISBN O 10 541285 6, 
£1.75) repeals certain sections of the Mineral Workings Acts of 1951 

and 1971, transfers the assets of the Ironstone Restoration Fund to the 
British Steel Corporation, makes further provision concerning agricultural 
ironstone land and forestry on ironstone land, and confers powers in 
connection with the reclamation or improvement or bringing into use of 
‘certain land' and for ‘connected purposes.’ 


Section 7 deals with powers to enter ‘former mining land etc' ,.. and 
Section 7(3)(c) refers to persons ‘duly authorised in writing by the 
authority!’ who may ‘survey the land for the purpose of ascertaining the 
location, extent and state of mine workings ... etc ... where ‘ta local 
authority have carried out, are carrying out or are considering whether 
to carry out works on any land under Section 89(2) of the National Parks 


and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 (treatment of derelict land etc 

or the purpose of reclaining or improving land ... 
Section 89(2) of the National Parks & Access to the Countryside Act 1949 
deals with a local authority's powers to restore or improve the appearance 


of derelict land ‘which in the opinion of the authority is in any way 


unsightly! by planting trees or carrying out ‘such work or do such t j...u 
other things as appear to them expedient for that purpose.' 


PHOFOSAL FO2 LIMESTONE MINE IN KENT ... 


The planning sub-committee of Kent County Council have approved for 
distribution a preliminary study of the potential for aggregate production 
from deep- mined Carboniferous limestone in East Kent. 


Close to the aris of the syncline in the Palaeozoic rocks the limestone 
has been located in boreholes at around 1,000 m below OD but along its 
northern edge the limestone is at about 350 m below OD. 


The report suggests that am inclined drift penetrating mainly through the 
Chalk and Gault Clay could reach the limestone at a depth of 350 m in the 
tichborough - Chislet area giving access to reserves of some 300 million 
tonnes. The @xistence of road, rail and water links in the wtichborough 
areapoints to this as a possible location for the surface installations. 


Copies of the report are available from ... 


The County Flanning Officer 
Kent County Council 
Springfield 
MAIDS TONE 
Kent 
Quarry Management, July 1986, p. 5. 
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otITISH MINING 23... 


British Mining is the title of the Memoirs of the Northern Mine aesearch 
society, published in Sheffield. 


Issue 23, for 1983, contains a variety of papers including ... 


F.C.D. bDrears, Mines, Smelt Mills and Works : Descriptions by an 
Edwardian Traveller (5M 23, - a 


(Observations of W.A. Atkinson of Leeds, 1907-8, during visits 
to Valley Scar Lead Mines, Middlesmoor; Heathfield (Lead) Smelt 
Mills, Fateley Bridge; The Craven Lead Works; and Iron Mines 
near Lindale and Dalton in Furness) 


P.J. Challis, The Snaefell mine accident 1897 (BM 23, 20 - 23, 1983) 
'J.S. Bennett, An account of a mine adventure by John doyle on the 
Gwydir Estate 1775 - 1784 (BM 23, 24 - 28, 1983) 


B.S. Skillen, The Jordanhill Coal Pits, Glasgow (LM 23, 29 - 33, 1983) 


NA Chapman, A certain freehold mineral estate known as the Fox Oak 
Colliery (LM 23, 34 - 39, 1983) (SO 945863, near Rowley 2egis) 


2 burt & P Waite, An introduction to the Mineral Statistics of the 
United Kingdom 1845 - 1913 (BM 23, 40 - 58, 1983 


MC Gill, The Duke's level, Grassington, a comment on John Taylor's Views 
(BM 23, 59 - 60, 1983) 


ae tre The Hurst mining:field, Swaledale, Yorkshire (BM 23, 61 - 77, 
1983 | 


The volume, of 79 pages altogether, is well produced and includes eight 
photographic plates and a fold-out diagram, and is excellent value for 
money at £ 3.50. The NM2& has recently sought to make its Memoirs the 
leading journal for all british mining history, and the introduction of 
papers relating to non-metalliferous mining is a feature of this volume. 


burt & Waite's paper on the Mineral Statistics is a particularly valuable 
survey of central government legiS’lation and data collection for the 

pyriod dealt with, and is accompanied by a detailed guide to the various 
published Lists, aeports and Statistics. Mining historians will be grateful 
for this guide through the numerous changes of publishing department, 

title, and so forth. 


Enquiries about this or previous or subsequent issues of British Mining 
should be addressed (SAE please) to ... : : = 





British Mining 
Northern Mine tesearch Society 
41 Windsor Walk 

South Anston 

SHEFFIELD $31 7EL 


CATACOMBES et CARRIERES de PARIS 


This publication, issued by the raris- based Societe d'Etudes Historiques 
des Anciennes Carrieres et Cavites Souterraines, has now reached us. 


Written by Refie Suttel, it is a stiff--cover volume of 222 pages. 


on 
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There are some 123 illustrations,.of which the reproductions of plates and 
old views are of reasonable quality but the quarry plans are exceptionally 
disappointing in quality, scale and presentation. The book is divided 
into the following main parts: 


Des origines des carrieres a leur exploration 
Dedales sous la rive gauche 
Hauts lieux d'textraction 
De la legende a l'histoire 
There is a useful bibliography of nearly five pages, and the whole work 


has every appearance of being a considerable advance on previous books 
devoted to the same subject, such as Maurice barrois' Paris sous Paris of 


1965. 


rene Suttel, Catacombes et Carricres de raris. Promenade sous la Capitale, 
raris : SEHDACS 222 + (ii) pp ISBN 2 9501258 0 & (98 Francs) 


For further informad@ion, contact SEHDACS at 7 rue Clisson, 75013 PARIS. 


DER BROSTALL ... 


Our linked German society, Arbeitskreis ftir Erdstallforschung, publishes 
the impressively produced Der Erdstall, of which issue 12 (1986) has just 
reached us. Within its 109 pages may be found papers including ... 


K Schwarzfischer, Die Erdstalle im Siedlungsbild des Landkreises 
Cham Oberpfalz (DE 12, 4 - 14, 1986) 
G regine, Erdstall in Wulfing, Stadtgebiet Cham, entdeckt (DE 12, 15 - 21) 


K Schwarzfischer, Erdstallfund im altbesiedelten Tasching, LIkr. Cham 
(DE 12, 22 - 29, 19 ~ 


K Schwarzfischer, Nachtrag svericht uber den Erdstall Hochbrunn, 
Ikr. Cham (DE 12, 30 - 32, 1986) | 


D Lapeyre, Das Souterrain von Martouret (Westfrankreich) 2 c 
(DE 12, 33 - , 


J Weichenberger, Der ardstall von Kleinzwettl (Niederd&stereich ) 
(DE 12, 37 - 44, 19 


J Weichenberger, Uber den Bau von Erdstallen (DE 12, 45 - 57, 1986) 


J Weichenberger, Eine Studienreise zu kt™nstlichen Héhlen in Italien 
(DE 12, 58 - 71, 19 : 


M Urban, Geschichte unter der Erde (DE 12, 72 - 84, 1986) 


C Stephani, Von Menschenhand angelegte H@#hlen und Erdlécher in der 
Ostmaramuresch und im stidlichen Buchenland (rumanien 


For further information concerning the German society and its journal, 
contact ... 


Arbeitskreis ftir Erdstallforschung 
Schorndorfer Strasse 31 

8495 RODING 

West Germany 
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AND IN THE NETHERLANDS .... 


The Studiegroep Onderaardse Kalksteengroeven, based in Maastrieht, 
publishes SOK Mededelingen, of which issue 9 (1986) contains the following 
papers .. 


E de Grood, SOK- vleermuistellingen 1985/1986 (SOK M9, 3 - 5, 1986) 
‘FS van Westreenen, Een Stuck over Llocken van Steyn .in Utrecht 
(SOK M9, 6-9, FORO ee en Van Steyn an Merecnt 


PH Kelderman, "Loerdaag (SOK M9, 10 - 13, 1986) 
H Hillegers, Speleolepta leptogaster (Schmitz), na 75 jaar teru 
gevonden in de Cluysberg te Bemelen (SOK M9, 14 - 16, 19 
P Olefs, "In hoc signo", of de bede der blokbrekers (SOK M9, oe aes 
19 


FS Westreenen, Wie een kuil pgraaft voor een ander ... 
(SOK M9, 20 - 23, 1986) 
JM Didden, Vossenburcht in een oude mergelgroeve te Sibbe 


The SOK can be contacted 


Studiegroep: Onderaardse Kalksteengroeven 
De bosquetplein 7 

6211 KJ MAAST@ICHT 

The Netherlands 


THE COAL MINES. OF iUXTON ... 


This paperback book, well illustrated and well produced, deals in some 
detail with a little- known ccal field and its history and surviving 
relics in the Axe Edge and Goyt Valley areas near buxton. 


A woberts « J Leach, The coal mines of Buxton, Cromford : Scarthin 


Books, iv + 96pp "ISBN 0 907758 10 X £ 3. 75 


JOURNAL of the CERBERUS SPELAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY oe 


We exchange publications with the Cerberus Spelaeological Society, and 
have recently received issues 15(1):- (6)(1985), and 16(1)(1986). 
Although mainly devoted to natural caves, the Society' Ss journal does 
occasionally contain material on man-made. or man-used structures, e.g. 

M rendall, Wheal Coates, Polberro & Dolcoath adit (JCSS 15(3), 79- 81) 


D Eyre, Some metal mines of mid- Wales (JCSS 15(4), 103 - 105, 1985) 
(Cymyst twyth; Ystrad Einion; Frongoch/Wemyss Adit } 


‘Glanville, Wheal Friendship mine, Devon (JCSS 15(4), 109 - 10, 1985) 
Neill, Another visit to Cornwall's mines (JCSS 15(6), 146 = 7, 1985) 


Frice, Can commercial development conserve caves? 
(JCSS 15(6), 148 - 150, TBS) 


L Price, Normandy underground (JCSS 16(1), 11 - 12, 1986) 





O fF 
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GEORGIAN GARDEN LUILDINGS SERIES 


Number 1 of this series has recently been published (1986) by Decimus 
Publications Ltd, of 36 Crescent aoad, Worthing, Sussex. It is 

The Temple Hevenin ham Hall Suffolk. by rosemary Bowden- Smith, with 
illustrations by William A. Thompson. The 32 pp booklet (ISBN O "94,8901 OO 4 
costs £ 1.50 inclusive of p/p from the author at Chestnuts, Hacheston, 


Woodbridge, Suffolk IPr13 OD, who can also forward details of other 
forthcoming titles including, it is hoped, follies, grottoes, etc. 
¥ 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE HISTORICAL MONUMENTS OF ENGLAND ... ANNUAL 
tEVIBW ... 1964 - 85 


The aCHM(E) has produced a glossy A4 annual report of some interest, 
inclyding appendices dealing with archaeological sites surveyed, 

computer facilities in the National Monument eecord, threatened buildings, 
and publications. An article on ‘Tintagel: a new survey of the ‘tisland'' 
includes a detailed plan which shews a ‘tunnel! although this is not 
commented on in the accompanying text. There is also a list of selecf 
accessions to the NMR 1984- 85. 


CLERKENWELL TUNNEL ... 


The Marx Memorial Library is launching an £ 85,000 appeal to save a 
Clerkenwell Tunnel found during recent restoration work on the building 
containing the library, the oldest in Clerkenwell Green, London. 


The Clerkemwell Tunnel is the only one to have remained intact in an area 
unique in the development of these tunnels (comments the Librar 
Association daecord), thanks to high water table. It shows fine examples of 
red Georgian brickwork with splayed bricks to the vault ribs, but needs to 
be stahlized and rehabilitated to allow the interior to be used for 
educational purposes. A £ 5,000 grant made by the Historic Buildings 
Division of the GLC is not sufficient for the work. 


The Grade 1 Listed building housing the Marx Memorial Library, at 
37a Clerkenwell Green, was built in 1737 to a design by James Steere to 


house a Welsh Charity School. Library Association record ... (?) 


TUNNEL FIND UNDE& CITY &a&STAURANT ... 


Businessman Ken Williams thought he had developed tunnel vision as 
builders worked on a new extension to the Stagecoach restaurant in West 
otreet, Hereford. Just under a foot below the surface of the ground the 
builders found the brick roofing of a tunnel, and investigations down the 
cellars revealed its bricked-up entrance. When removed, about.15 yards 
of a brick- built tunnel was found, with the far end also bricked up. 


"IT think it could have led to St. Peter's Church," said Mr. Williams. 
"T understand there is a labyrinth of tunnels under the city." 


Bob Hook, site planner of Hereford's archaeology department, said the 
tunnel was constructed from Lime and sand (the Hereford Times reports) 

"It was obviously bricked up at a later date, as one can see from the 
difference in the bricks. It was probably an extension to the cellars, 
bricked up due to collapse in the early 19th century or late 18th century." 
The Stagecoach -reestaurant is a Grade II listed building, dating back to 
1610. It has been a private dwelling, a pig market and, for many years, 
the Nelson public house, until it was closed 23 years ago. ose 


Hereford Times, 14 August 1986 
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TUNNEL FROM DARNWELL PelORY TO ST. RADEGUND'S, CAMBRIDGE 


‘Barly in the 1880s the Cambridge borough authorities were considering 
the respective merits of various schemes for a new drainage system for the 
town. Among the many proposals put forward was one by the late George 
Bullock, a builder and native of Cambridge, and his ... Report to the 


Cambridge Improvement. Commissioners epee 5 April 1884 contains the 
following: _ 


The characteristic and distinguishing features of my scheme are, ‘thgt 
the intercepting sewer shall be eonisur levee as a tunnel and shail be 
(? made) in the solid Gault. 


Leave having been obtained, Bullock duly constructed an experimental 
section between Victoria Avenue and Fair Street at a depth of about 

60 feet. Bullock's, scheme, however, was not accepted by the 
Commissioners, but this 'Maids Causeway Tunnel’ will remain a long and 
lasting, though hidden, memorial of his work and name ... 


From Cambridge Folk Museum records 
ref: Cambridge Vol 3, p. 101 


TOWN- CENT2E TUNNEL FIND ... ‘Cathedral clergy bolthole' theory ... 


A hidden tunnel has been unearthed during excavations on a building site 
in the centre of Blackburn. The arched passageway appears to head 
straight for Blackburn.Cathedral, and has lain undiscovered for years. 
After exposing a five-foot stretch of the tunnel, below the junction of 
Darwen Street and Market Street Lane, contractors hit an obstruction. 
Mystery surrounds the exact origins of the tunnel, which leaves a cellar 
below the new sadio Lancashire site on Darwen Street. One ‘theory is that 
the passage may have connected an old publiic house with stables. 


nadio Lancashire station manager Mr. Michael Chapman ... has a more 
colourful hypothesis. 


‘We wondered whether it was a bolthole for the clergy in the old days, 
so that they could get to the pubs on the other side of Darwen Street 
without being seen." 


The contractors are now filling in the passageway to press anead with 
their piling operation for the offices and studio development ... 


Lancashire Evening Telegraph, 11 June 86 
TUNNEL AT HORLEY, SURREY ... 


Mrs. Freya Trotman visited a tunnel ae 5 Yattendon oad, Horley ee 
(?) some time in 1983 ... 


i... the tunnel connects her two downstairs rooms, the front room 

is where the headroom is greatest. - My dad could stand up in there with 
me on his shoulders when I was about three so I should think its about 

7 ft maybe higher. There is no stairway down, or steps. The house is 
about 150 years old but its definately not part of a cellar ... 

Its about 20 ft long ... Its been sealed up now-for 22 years. They 'd 
all forgotten about it except that I could remember as a child being in a 
house with tunnels and eventually they clicked it was at Nan‘s." 


The soil is very fine on top and clay at about 7 ft and it was wet at 
the bottom ... 
Letter (undated) c. December 1983 


Newsl. Sub. brit. 9 12 August 1986 


LONDON'S WATER SUrrLY IN THE 21st CENTURY ... A STRATEGY for WATER 
TREATMENT AND TRUNK DISTAILUTION ... 


This illustratei leaflet describes Thames Water's plans, partially 
realised, for the construction of a deep tunnelled ring- main for IlIondon'‘s 
water supply . There are to be some 37 miles of 8- foot diameter tunnel, 

at an average depth of 130 feet ... 12 miles are already completed ... 
water will enter the main from treatment works at Ashford Common, Kempton 
Park, Hampton, Walton, and (in the NE) Coppermills, and wiII1 be abstracted 
from 26- foot diameter ‘pumping out shafts! at Cricklewood, Willesden, 

Kew Bridge, Surbiton, Merton, Streatham, Brixton, Battersea, Hyde Park, 
Barrow Hill, etc. Further details, or copes of the leaflet, from 

Thames Water, Nugent House, Vastern 2xoad, READING 2G1 8DB. 


MINE GAS KILLS MAN ... 


One man died and two others were seriously ill in hospital last night after 
being overcome by gas in old mine workings at the Emlyn Colliery, near 
Ammanford, Dyfed, West Wales. Firemen using breathing apparatus, ropes and 
ladders brought the men out of the shaft. The men had been exploring an 


disused shaft ... 
The Guardian, 3 May 1986 


NEOTOX FOCKET GAS MONITORS ... 


We have received details of a range of air - testing devices for use under- 
fround, including pocket monitors for oxygen, carbon monoxide, and hydrogen 
sulphide . The oxygen monitor is set to sound an alarm at 19% (low) and 

23% (high) ... CO at 50 ppm, and HoS at 10 ppm. Priced from pi £ 210 
upwards , details may be obtained from Neotronics Ltd., rarsonage road, Takeley 
Bishop's Stortford, Herts CM22 OPU. 


OXYGEN DEFICIENCY IN MALVERN 2AILWAY TUNNEL CLAIMED ... 


An item by Iain Liddell on walks in and around the Malverns invites readers 
to returnrbyttrain from Ledbury and to ‘spare a thought for the steam 
locomotive crews who regularly fell unconscious as the engine fire 


devoured all the oxygen in the tunnel.' ! Tho Times, 2 November 1985 


STONE AGE FIND ... 
Over 2,000 tools and a number of caves probably used as dwellings have been 


found at what TASS yesterday described as Eurasia's oldest Stone Age site 
on the river lena, &5 miles upstream from Yakutsk in Siberia. 


The Guardian, 9 July. 1986. 
MINERS TRAPPED AFTER OOF CULLAPSE 


Two miners were trapped underground in a private South Wales coal mine for 


eight hours yesterday after a roof section collapsed ... the Gwm Glo drift 
mine at Varteg, Gwent, ... two rescue teams burrowed through tons of 
pODE Sey LOC aes See: The Guardian, 19 July 1986 


GENGHIS TOMB ... 


The tomb of the Mongolian warrior king, Genghis Khan, in the Ordos Highlands 
in Inner Mongolia, has been renovated and opened to tourists. 


The Times, 17 May 1986 


